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 NOTICES. 89

 One objection might be urged against a work of this kind,
 namely, that it is written too soon, that some time shouid4 be
 allowed to pass in order that we may view the Conference in true
 perspective. Time will, no doubt, set the World Missionary
 Conference in its place as a factor in the making of World
 History; but we cannot but feel that the Christian Church would
 have lost what could never be regained, namely, a true account
 of the spirit of the Conference, if some such sympathetic and
 trustworthy record of its proceedings had not been undertaken
 while men still felt themselves under the influence of the im-
 pressions which attendance at the Conference produced.

 The book is not a mere chronicle of facts; a dominating
 impression is seen to unify and vivify the actual facts. "In short,
 the dominating impression was that the Spirit of God, and no
 man, was the dominating personality in that assembly " (p. 66).
 Spiritual experiences do not stand in need of perspective, they
 stand in need of truthful narration, and this service Mr. Gairdner
 has rendered to what many felt at Edinburgh.

 Business-like method marked the Conference proceedings from
 beginning to end; and the resolution of the Committee to issue
 an interpretative volume is in keeping, we think, with the wisdom
 which prevailed throughout. One trifling correction requires to
 be made. On p. i68 for "Sunday afternoon" read " Sunday
 evening." We heartily recommend the book to our readers, and
 trust it may prove not only ' an account and an interpretation,"
 but also " a summons."  H. W. B. T.

 THE 'MEDIEVAL CHURCH IN SCOTLAND:  Its Constitution,
 Organisation, and Law. By the Rev.  John Dowden,  D.D.,
 LL.D., Bishop of Edinburgh. (Maclehose & Sons.) 15s
 net.

 The publication of this learned work by the late Bishop of
 Edinburgh has a pathetic interest. It consists of the Rhind
 lectures which he delivered in igoI, under the auspices of the
 Scottish Society of Antiquaries, now issued with considerable
 additions and alterations. At the time of his death the work was
 ready for publication, and although it by no means represents the
 whole of the scholarly activities of his later days, it is a rich and
 worthy sheaf in the harvest of a life that was devoted to the
 cause of sacred learning.

 The volume is prefaced by a valuable biographical sketch of
 the late Bishop's life, from the pen of his second daughter, Miss
 Alice Dowden. Those who knew the Bishop will recognize the
 picture of his character drawn' largely in the tender light of the
 family circle, as at once charming and true.

 The object of the book is to describe the substructure of the
 Mediaeval Church in Scotland, the origin, character, and varying
 phases of its organization, and the civil and ecclesiastical laws
 by which it was controlled.

 Such an aim is very different from that of the ordinary church
 historian, but it may be safely said that in future no serious
 student of the history of the Scottish Mediaeval Church will be
 able to neglect Bishop Dowden's work. A disciple of such
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 authorities as Joseph Robertson, John Stuart, Cosmo Innes,
 David Laing and George Grub, he has brought to his task a
 wide and accurate survey of the original sources of information.
 Theiner's Monumenta, the Calendar of Papal Registers, Chartu-
 laries of Cathedrals, Monasteries, and Collegiate Churches, pro-
 vincial and diocesan - statutes, and similar records have been
 ransacked for new information, and for new illustrative light on
 what was known before. Recourse is also rightly made-for
 Scottish ecclesiastical records are comparatively meagre-to the
 fuller information which we possess regarding the Mediaeval
 Church in England, and to the general provisions of the Canon
 Law.

 The Mediaeval period begins in Scotland with the reign of
 Malcolm Ceanmore and his queen, St. Margaret of Scotland.
 It was largely through the efforts of Margaret that the transition
 from the Celtic phase of the Church to its Romanized one was
 begun, and it was in the lifetime of her two sons, Alexander
 and David, that some of the most striking aspects of that transi-
 tion were seen. Bishop Dowden says with justice, " If we except
 the period of the Reformation, the years of the half-century which
 included the reigns of Alexander I. and David I. were more
 distinctively marked by great ecclesiastical changes than any
 period in the history of the Scottish Church." (p. 9.)

 The passage from monastic and tribal to diocesan episcopacy
 took place in that period. By the close of David's reign all the
 mainland Pre-Reformation dioceses except Argyll had been
 founded, the island dioceses of Orkney and the Sudreys (Sodor)
 remaining under a Scandinavian metropolitan till 1472.

 The origin of the parochial system in Scotland is not so clear,
 but Bishop Dowden was of opinion that it belongs to the same
 period as the diocesan system, being " an outcome of Anglo-
 Norman influence in the early part of the twelfth century"
 (p. 112).

 A particularly illuminative chapter describes the three methods
 of appointment of a medieval bishop by the diocesan chapters
 (i) " per scrutinium," by a secret record of votes; (2) " per
 compromissum," by a body of arbitrators; (3) "per viam Spiritus
 Sancti," by acclamation, without previous debate. A number of
 historical examples of these three methods, from the records
 of Scottish dioceses, renders the whole procedure clear and in-
 telligible. It was only in the early medieval period, however,
 that the elective rights of chapters were fully recognized. As the
 Papal system of provisions and reservations grew, the elections
 were very much of a form throughout Christendom, although in
 Scotland it is remarkable that, much more than in England and
 elsewhere, while "'in theory the rights of the chapters were
 set at nought, in actual fact their choice was made good " (p. 30).

 In some respects the relations of Scotland to the Pope were
 peculiar, owing to the late date at which the sees of St. Andrew's
 (in 1472) and Glasgow (in 1492) were raised to Metropolitan
 dignity--a doubtful boon for Scotland. Appeals, confirmations,
 and other similar business which an Archbishop would naturally
 attend to, had to be carried to Rome and dealt with there. One
 very interesting development was the institution in 1225 of an
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 Annual National Provincial Council, in obedience to the order
 of the fourth Lateran Council of 1215. There being no Metro-
 politan in Scotland at that date, an expedient was devised In
 the shape of a " Conservator statutorum," elected by the bishops
 from their own number, who bears a curious resemblance to the
 Moderator of the General Assembly of Presbyterian times (chap.
 xiv.).

 Space fails for an adequate description of the rich and varied
 contents of this book. For the arrangement of cathedrals,
 collegiate churches, parishes, archdeaconries, and rural dean-
 eries, for full information as to teinds, procurations, synodals,
 the work of the ecclesiastical courts, and a hundred other impor-
 tant matters, the reader must be referred to the work itself-a
 work characterized from the first page to the last by wide and
 accurate scholarship, sound judgement, and a sober historical
 spirit.  A. M.

 ABSENTE REO.  By the Author of Pro Christo et Ecclesia.
 (Macmillan.) 5s. net.

 This is an interesting book and gives utterance to thoughts
 that are not often expressed. It is a criticism of the pulpit by the
 pew set forth in fifty-two letters addressed by a candid but friendly
 critic to an Anglican vicar. The vicar's replies are not given,
 hence the title of the book, and one cannot but feel sorry for
 the unfortunate cleric who had to answer these shrewd attacks
 on his most cherished ideas and methods. It is not easy to
 review such a book, covering, as it does, such a wide area, in-
 cluding pastoral methods, the Anglican relations with critics
 and Dissenters, the various forms of Modernism, and the subject
 of Prayer. The writer gives one the idea of his vicar as that
 of a very stiff and starched man, very narrow in his outlook,
 inflexible in his doctrines and practices, and very reluctant to
 move with modern thought. We suspect that the writer has not
 escaped the danger which he is so ready to point to in clerical
 life. There is undoubtedly a bias very often towards narrow-
 ness of outlook and ecclesiastical exclusiveness, and that is to
 be deplored; but there may be also a bias in the other direction
 towards vagueness of ideas and over-facile comprehensiveness.
 It is very probable that the defendant might make out a very
 fair case for himself if he had the same open field as his critic.
 However that may be, the author is to be sincerely congratulated,
 and we recommend the book to the clergy especially, who will
 find much in it to make them think even when they do not agree,
 or rather because they do not agree. And if a book can make
 one do that, it has done good work. We ought to be glad to
 know what the man in the pew thinks, and here we have it
 put very sympathetically and clearly. Sermons would be more
 useful and would touch life more really if the preacher took
 more pains to enter into the thoughts of the hearers. It is
 fatally easy to be commonplace or to move in a circle of ideas
 and phrases that have ceased to have any meaning for many
 who listen or seem to listen. The preacher's duty, and it is no
 easy one, is to interpret his message so as to meet the actual
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